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Green Ridge Primary Academy 
SPAG workshop

What is SPAG?

•Spelling
•Punctuation
•And
•Grammar

Why teach SPAG?
• Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

are needed for children to create the 
effects they want in a piece of 
writing, and for the writing to be 
coherent

• In Year 1, all children will complete 
the Phonics screening

• In Years 2 and 6, all children will 
complete tests in spelling, and in 
grammar and punctuation
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How do we teach spelling at Green Ridge?

English curriculum – English appendix 1: Spelling

How you can support your children at home

How you can support your children at home

How you can support your children at home
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How do we teach punctuation and 
grammar at Green Ridge?

• In all year groups, spelling, punctuation and grammar are 
taught through our Talk for Writing approach in English lessons

• Many starters in these lessons are used to teach grammatical 
structures or correct use of punctuation

• When modelling writing in English lessons, we will teach 
sentence structure and punctuation, and these will form the 
basis for challenges for the work the children complete

• In KS2, children will be taught spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in their SPAG lessons as well as English lessons

English curriculum – English glossary
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• Full stops

I go to school.

• Capital Letters

Come to my house and you can play with Sarah.

• Question marks

Will you go with me?

• Exclamation marks

How lovely it is to see you!

• Commas
My interests include reading, cooking, dogs and 

horses.

• Apostrophes indicate missing  
letters/contractions.

is not
I will

isn’t
I’ll

• Apostrophes indicate possession.

The dog’s bowl was full of biscuits.

Verb tenses

• Present/past

Jack is eating his lunch.
Jack ate his lunch.

Your turn!

Word classes

• Nouns

cat, Ben
• Adjectives

beautiful, warm
• Verbs

kick, feel
• Adverbs

peacefully, carefully, tomorrow, today

Sentence Types

• Simple sentence

The dragon guarded the cave.
• Compound sentence

The dragon guarded the cave and he  
scratched the ground near the 
entrance.

• Conjunctions

because so  but  and  or  when  if  that

• T h er e a re 4 t y p es o f sentence.

• S t a t e m e n t

• Q u es t i o n

• C o m m a n d

• E x c l a m a t i o n

A.Did you empty the dishwasher?

B. What a marvellous empty 
dishwasher that is!

C. Empty the dishwasher.

D. You emptied the dishwasher.



28/03/2019

5

Prefixes and Suffixes

• Year 1 - The pref i x –un.

I tied the ribbon.
I untied the ribbon.

• Year1 - Regular p lura l noun suff ixes –s or –es
dogs
wishes

dog
wish

Year 1 - Suffixes

help helping, helped, helper

• Year 2 - Use of suff ixes –er, – est and –ly
large  
slow

larger, largest  
slowly

Your turn!

Your turn!

Your turn!
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How you can support your children at home

https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-items/grammar/

How you can support your children at home

How you can support your children at home

Useful websites

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

https://www.funbrain.com/games/grammar-gorillas

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/grammar-practice

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic-group/spelling

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic-group/word-grammar

http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/topic-group/sentence-grammar

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv

https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-items/grammar/

Thank you for coming!
Any questions?


