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What is Talk for Writing?

* Approach that we use to teach English
* Created by Pie Corbett

* Based on the idea that children need to be able to say what they
are writing before they can write it

* Enables children to imitate language before writing own versions
* Proven to improve children’s writing

* Teaching is based on strong assessment of children’'s work and
oroviding children with high quality model texts
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What is Talk for Writing?

* Impossible to write stories or texts without reading and khovving
them

* Grammar, spelling and sentence structure also learned during
teaching sequence

* Develops a rich wealth of stories by learning them off by heart and
using them as a basis to develop their own ideas

e Structured learning and teaching sequence: Imitation, Innovation
and Invention

* Language extremely important — children need to have heard
sentences and vocabulary before they can write them ™




What is Talk for Writing?
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* 'Hook' used to engage children

e

e Cold Task: independent write to assess children’s needs

Year 1: COLD tnnt helore story writing unit:

Once there lived a orange and
white clown fish. Called phoebe.
She lived with her family. In some
pink sparkling corell reef. Bu.‘f one
day her little sisster got Io.rl' in the
shipreck. Where a shark lived. She
hast save her. But how.
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* Reading as a reader and as a writer
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« High quality model text that includes everything for that plot pattern or
genre

* Magpie: collect good quality vocabulary
« KS1: creating story maps KSZ2: boxing up the text
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Your turn!

The Three Little Pigs

Introduce
characters and
setting

Problem 1

Problem 2

Resolution

Ending
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» Explore text using drama technigues e.qg. hot seating, conscience alley
* Create toolkits of what to include

e Children use these to remind them of what they need to include to be
successful in writing a specific plot or genre

The Characterisation Toolkit

* Describe where main character (mc) s

= Select effective adjectives to describe me
* Include a striking fact about mc

* Tell reader about a hobby of mc

* Use powerful verb to show how moves

. Show what mc is like by revealing how others r react
i Reveal what mc s like by what theyfsa_.'j st
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e Learn text map off by heart including actions
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* Teach skills in lessons that they will need for this plot
pattern / genre

* End the week writing a character or setting description

* Let's have a go at Year One's current text map!
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e Let's have a go at Year One's current text map!
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* In this stage, we change one or two parts

of the story

* [ne children will then rewrite the story
with this change

e Focused teaching of skills based on
assessment

« Children edit their work and respond to
feedback
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« KS2 will box up again and change a part

of the story

* Non-fiction taught in the same way

* Shared writing: my turn, your turn, our
wrn

* Improving using skills during shared
writing
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Invention

« Children to plan and write their own
Versions

« KS1 to plan their own by drawing their own
text maps

« KS2 to box up their texts and write their
OWN Versions

« Some children will write a very similar story
to the model text and some will write one
that is only loosely based on the model text
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* Hot Task: independent write applying all skills taught in their
OWN Versions
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How you can support at home

* Reading as many different types of stories and texts as you can

« Supporting your children in learning the text maps — coming
soon!

* Verpally telling stories at home — with actions
* Pie Corbett videos on Youlube
* Supporting reading comprehension

* Make reading time special and value it — surround them with
DOOKS

* Make a visit to the library and book snops become a regular
thing e 5
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How you can support at home

* Introduce children to new language at every opportunity
 Model being a reader and a writer
* Read to them and enjoy books together

* Encourage them to write in different ways e.9g. shopping lists,
instructions, stories

 Talk through writing ideas and suggest they create a story map
and / or box up their ideas

* Write about what interests them
 Give lots of praise and encouragement e 3
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More information

e Talk to us!

Glossary

Magpie: words from other texts or from their
peers that the children can borrow to use in
their own writing.

Text map: The story/text that is being learnt
is turned into pictures to create 'memory trig-
gers' for children to remember the next part
of the story/text.

Boxing up: The story broken down into sec-
tiens or boxes to support children with para-
graphs.

Tool kits: Key features that should be includ-
ed in order to write that text type correctly.

Washing lines: A way of displaying the story
map, tool kit, key vocabulary, model texts so
the children can refer to them at all times.
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Talk for Writing:
A Guide for Parents

"Telling Stories, Writing Stories!”
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More information

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-items/video-pie-
demonstrating-talk-for-writing/

https://twitter.com/talk4dwriting?lang=en
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