
Vocabulary 

Organism A living thing such as an animal or 
plant. 

Classification The process by which organisms are 
arranged in groups based on 
shared features. 

Microorganism A tiny organism, a such as 
bacterium, virus or fungus. 

Bacteria  Microorganisms that are too small 
to be seen by the human eye. 

Virus A microorganism that can multiply 
only inside the living cells of 
another organism. 

Fungi A group of organisms including 
mushrooms, mould and yeast. 

Characteristics A feature of an organism, used to 
identify individuals or a group. 

Carl Linneaus (1707 - 1778) 

• A botanist, zoologist, and 
physician. 

• Famous for developing the 
first system to classify ani-
mals and plants. 
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